
 

Google Scholar

 
For the best results, search Google Scholar from either the Bio-Medical Library web page via BioMedSearch or 
the University Libraries web page via Indexes and Databases A-Z (click on “G”).  The Google Scholar link there 
is passed through a proxy server, so that, where possible, you will be able to get into electronic journal content 
subscribed to by the U Libraries. 
 

1. From the Bio-Medical Library homepage (www.biomed.lib.umn.edu), click on BioMedSearch.  Next 
click on G for Google in the alphabetic list.  Then click on Google Scholar.  If you are coming from 
outside the University, you will be asked for the U of M Internet ID and password.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Click on “Scholar Preferences”.    

- Choose how many results you would 
like to appear on the page 

- Whether or not you want your search 
results to open in a new window 

- Check to make sure the University of 
Minnesota box is checked for 
Institutional Access (or search for it 
using the search box). This activates the 

U of M FindIt button.  

- Save your preferences. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

http://www.biomed.lib.umn.edu/


 
 

2. All of the search tips used for effectively searching Google can be used to search Google Scholar – 
Boolean logic (AND / OR / NOT), phrase searching, synonyms (~), word order and wild cards.  Google 
Scholar also has its own set of “operators” to help with fine-tuning a search: 

 Author searching 
 Simple author search – just type in the last name of the author with a word or subject 

term – johnson stem cell 
 Known author search with full name / last name and initials.  Put the author’s name in 

quotes – “rj Johnson” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 If the author’s name is considered a common noun, you will need to use the “author” operator.  The 
“author” operator only affects the term that comes immediately after it, and there is no space between 
the word “author” and the search term – author:frog 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 If you want articles about a subject, but do not want to retrieve articles where the subject term could also 
be a person’s name, then use the” –“ (minus sign) to exclude that term in conjunction with the “author” 
operator –       pepper –author:pepper 

 
 You can also use the “author” operator with the author’s name in quotes to further focus the search. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 As with Google, you can use the query operators in Google Scholar.   

 “intitle:” – use this when you want to 
restrict the term you are searching 
for to appear only in the title of the 
article or document. 

 “+” operator makes sure that 
common terms, letters or numbers 
are included in your search. (+a) 

 “-“ operator removes or excludes 
terms from your search 

 Phrase searching (“hepatitis a”) 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



You can combine any of these operators to look for very specific articles.  
Ex:  author:rosen “infectious threats from exotic pets” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 The Advanced Scholar Search page allows you to restrict by publication, date and subject area. 

 
 
 

Keep in mind that you will be able to get to the full text of the article only if it is freely available online, or if the  
FindIt@U of M Twin Cities is present and you have access to full text subscribed to by the University Libraries.  
Google Scholar includes everything indexed in PubMed, articles/documents that are freely available on the web, 
the online contents of library catalogs and any other document collections that have allowed Google to sent their 
robot software to “crawl” them online. 
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